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[Abstract:] Supt. authorized to light the Mint by Electricity after June 30, 1881... 451 4% 
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Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

May 3, 1881 


A. Loudon Snowden, 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: - 


Referring to your letter of the 16th ultimo in relation to lighting your Mint by electricity 
and submitting the terms upon which the United States Electric Company offer to introduce the 
Maxim incandescent lamps, I have to state that from the statements furnished by you of the cost 
of lighting by gas and electricity, it would appear that the latter is the cheapest, but as the cost of 
the necessary electric apparatus is large, I think it advisable that before adopting any system of 
electric lights we should be careful to ascertain that the same would prove satisfactory. If after a 
thorough examination you are satisfied that the Maxim incandescent lamp will prove entirely 
satisfactory, you are authorized to make the necessary arrangements for the introduction of the 
same after the Ist of July next, the cost thereof to be paid from your appropriation for contingent 
expense, 1882. I would suggest that instead of taking the apparatus after 30 day’s trial that it be 
after a trial of 60 or 90 days. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


